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The Kinsloe Site (41GG3) on Rabbit Creek 
in the mid-Sabine River Basin, Gregg County, Texas
Timothy K. Perttula
Introduction
 The Kinsloe site (41GG3) is on Rabbit Creek in the middle Sabine River basin a few miles north of 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
site is one of a number of late 17th to early 19th century Caddo sites that have been associated with the 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
a detailed summary of the local avocational archaeological work that had been done at the Kinsloe site, 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
are now at the Gregg County Historical Museum in Longview, Texas (see below).
Figure 1. The location of the Kinsloe site (41GG3) in East Texas.
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? ?????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????-
plain and an alluvial fan/terrace was graded for the construction of pipelines and oil storage tanks (April 
????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????????????????? ? ?????? ?????????????????????????????
excavated 19 ancestral Caddo burials from the site by 1940, and several other individuals apparently 
excavated as many as 11 more burials there by that time. The collections obtained by Mr. Fox were later 
???????????????????????????????????????? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????? ?????????????????????????????? ?????
??????????????????????????????????????????? ???? ????????????????????????? ??????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ????????????????????????????????
 However, recent investigations of the records and collections at the Texas Archeological Research 
Laboratory at The University of Texas at Austin (UT-TARL) indicate that there had been work done at 
the Kinsloe site in 1937 and 1940 that Buddy C. Jones had not been aware of and had not mentioned in 
????????? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
ancestral Caddo material culture remains and European trade goods recovered in these investigations. 
1937 Investigations
 Jack T. Hughes, then a high school student at Henderson High School in East Texas, but later a re-
nowned professional archaeologist who worked most of his career in the Texas Panhandle until his death 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????-
??????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
attended The University of Texas at Austin, and then he donated the collections to UT, where they remain 
in the TARL collections.
 Hughes described the site as being on Rabbit Creek, about 2 miles north of the city of Kilgore, 
Texas. There are no notes at TARL that describe the circumstances of the work done there, but in addition 
to the one burial he excavated there, Hughes did recover a large assemblage of Late Paleoindian to Late 
Archaic dart points at the site, as well as several Early Caddo period arrow points. The burial excavated 
by Hughes had a number of associated funerary offerings, including two ceramic vessels, one bone tool, 
red ochre, marine shell beads, and several glass trade beads (see below). 
1940 Investigations
 In April 1940, Gus E. Arnold of The University of Texas recorded the Kinsloe site as ET-730 as part 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????????????? ?????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????????????
archaeological survey of East Texas (Im 1975). He had been advised by A. T. Jackson of UT in a March 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????? ??
Fox, and Jackson advised Arnold to talk with Mr. Fox about his work there, and to also obtain a surface 
collection of artifacts.
? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
the east side of Rabbit Creek. The Caddo cemetery with 19 individual burials covered a ca. 12.5 x 15.2 m 
area, and there were other burials found across the site. These burials included as funerary offerings ce-
ramic vessels, ceramic pipes, glass beads (according to Arnold, each of the burials had glass beads), iron 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
extended position in burial pits that were only ca. 15-45 cm below the surface, after the surface had been 
graded for construction purposes. He was able to draw and document several ancestral Caddo ceramic 
vessels in the Fox collection, and obtain a surface collection of ceramic vessel sherds from unknown 
areas on the site (see below).
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1958 and 1961 Investigations
? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????? ??????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????????????
collection from burial excavations. 
 Bag 2003.08.3137 from cigar box A-14, labeled the “Fox burial site,” namely the Area C burial area 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????-
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????-
ment on non-local lithic raw materials. In this same area, Jones collected 23 ceramic vessel body sherds 
and 3 rim sherds. The body sherds included: 10 plain, and seven punctated, four brushed, one brushed-
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????-
????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????? ???????????????????????? ????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
and four that were plain.
Material Culture Remains
Vessels
 Arnold documented two small (9.3 cm in height and 12.1 cm in diameter) Natchitoches Engraved 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????
engraved design on the vessel rim (Figure 3b). Arnold did not note the temper of either vessel, but Jones 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
 Hughes recovered another Natchitoches Engraved bowl (represented by 23 sherds from an unre-
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
crushed shell temper. The vessel rim has nested engraved triangles and negative ovals, while the vessel 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
hatched triangular and bracket-shaped elements.
? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
(Figure 5) represented by 25 rim and body sherds. The rim is plain, but the vessel body has a series of 
diagonal opposed incised triangle elements, as is seen in shell-tempered Ebarb Incised vessels from the 
Natchitoches, Louisiana, area (Gregory and Avery 2007:45-47).
? ?????????????????????????????????????????????? ????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Ceramic Sherds
 Arnold collected a total of 129 ceramic vessel sherds from the surface of the Kinsloe site in 1940, 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????????????????????????????
from grog-tempered vessels, another 12.4 percent are from bone-tempered vessels, and the remaining 7 
percent are from shell-tempered vessels. Several of the grog-tempered base sherds are quite thick (i.e., 
20-22 mm), and may be from Williams Plain vessels probably found in Formative to Early Caddo period 
contexts in non-burial areas (i.e., Areas A-B and D).
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Figure 2. Natchitoches Engraved bowl, Vessel 1, from the Kinsloe site, original drawings (courtesy of 
????????????? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????? ???????????? ??????
drawing of the engraved design on the vessel body and base.
2a.
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2b.
Figure 2., cont.
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2c.
2d.
Figure 2., cont.
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Figure 3. Natchitoches Engraved bowl, Vessel 2, from the Kinsloe site: a, original drawing by Arnold 
??????????????????????? ??????????????????????????? ????????
3a.
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3b.
Figure 4. Decorative elements on Natchitoches Engraved bowl rim and body sherds from the Kinsloe site 
excavated in 1937.
Figure 3., cont.
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??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
excavated in 1937.
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
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Table 1. Ceramic sherds collected by G. E. Arnold from the Kinsloe site (41GG3) in 1940.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Ware Grog-tempered Bone-tempered Shell-tempered N
_________________________________________________________________________________________
?????? ??? ?? ?? ??
Utility 42 7 4 53
Fine 4 1 2 7
_________________________________________________________________________________________
??????? ???? ??? ?? ???
_________________________________________________________________________________________
 
 Perttula et al. (2012) have reviewed the age and distribution of shell-tempered ceramics in Caddo 
sites across the southern Caddo area. In general, shell-tempered ceramics were made by East Texas 
Caddo potters only after ca. A.D. 1300, particularly in McCurtain phase sites along the middle reaches of 
the Red River and the lower Kiamichi River in southeastern Oklahoma. In the mid-Sabine River basin in 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
is suspected that these shell-tempered vessels found in Historic Caddo period contexts were made on the 
Red River in Northwest Louisiana by Caddo potters and traded to Nadaco Caddo groups that were living 
in the Sabine River basin until the early 19th century.
? ???? ?????? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????-
rated sherds in this collection, the most common decorative methods are brushed (33.3 percent of all the 
decorated sherds) and brushed sherds with other decorative elements (i.e., incised and punctated, 10. 0 
percent), punctated (23.3 percent), incised-punctated (11.7 percent), and engraved (10.0 percent) (Table 2 
and Figure 7a-b). The only rim sherd in the collection has an incised-punctated motif (Figure 8b).
Table 2. Decorative methods and elements represented in the sherds from Arnold’s WPA collections 
from the Kinsloe site.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Decorative method/elements Rim Body N
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Utility Ware
Brushed
horizontal and diagonal brushed - 1 1
horizontal and overlapping brushed - 1 1
opposed brushed - 2 2
overlapping brushed - 1 1
parallel brushed - 15 15
Brushed-Incised
curvilinear brushed and diagonal opposed incised lines - 1 1
curvilinear brushed-incised marks and lines - 1 1
????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?? ?? ?
Brushed-Incised-Punctated
opposed brushed-incised marks and lines and overlying - 1 1
???????????????????????????????
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Table 2. Decorative methods and elements represented in the sherds from Arnold’s WPA collections 
from the Kinsloe site, cont.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Decorative method/elements Rim Body N
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Utility Ware, cont.
Brushed-Punctated
curvilinear brushed and curvilinear row of circular punctations - 1 1
horizontal brushed with tool punctated rows through the brushing - 1 1
Incised
parallel incised lines - 5 5
Incised-Punctated
curvilinear incised lines and curvilinear rows of - 1 1
  tool punctates between incised lines
????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?? ?? ?
  circular punctates
??????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?? ?? ?
??????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?? ?? ?
  tool punctates
horizontal incised lines on either side of a tool - 1 1
  punctated row
horizontal and diagonal incised lines and single tool - 1 1
  punctate at end of a diagonal incised line
tool punctated row and vertical incised line - 1 1
Punctated
????????????????????????? ?? ??? ??
single tool punctate - 1 1
Fine Ware
Engraved
curvilinear engraved lines - 2 2
curvilinear and diagonal opposed engraved lines - 1 1
curvilinear and parallel engraved lines - 1 1
parallel engraved lines - 1 1
straight engraved line - 1 1
Slipped
int./ext. red-slipped surfaces - 1 1
_________________________________________________________________________________________
??????? ?? ??? ??
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
incised, brushed-incised-punctated, or brushed-punctated (see Figure 8c) decorative elements. In this part 
of the Sabine River basin, this proportion of brushed sherds among all the decorated sherds is consistent 
with a ca. A.D. 1300-1400 Caddo occupation, one contemporaneous with the early to middle part of the 
???????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
 Other non-shell-tempered decorated sherds from this Caddo component include body sherds with 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
8b). One body sherd has curvilinear incised lines and curvilinear rows of tool punctates between incised 
lines (see Figure 8a). The few incised sherds from this component have only parallel incised lines (see 
?????????? ???????????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????
Figure 8. Selected decorative elements on utility ware rim and body sherds in the WPA collections from the 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Figure 7. Selected decorative elements on engraved body sherds in the WPA collections from the Kinsloe 
site.
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with a red slip on both interior and exterior vessel surfaces and four engraved body sherds. One has 
curvilinear engraved lines, another has curvilinear and diagonal opposed engraved lines (see Figure 7b), 
and the two other body sherds have either parallel or straight engraved lines.
? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
brushing marks, a lower rim-body sherd with horizontal brushing on the rim and diagonal brushing on 
the body, for a total of 50 percent with brushed decorative elements, a body sherd with parallel incised 
lines (probably from a Emory Punctated-Incised vessel), and two engraved body sherds. One of these 
is from a bottle sherd with curvilinear engraved lines, while the other has both curvilinear and parallel 
engraved lines (see Figure 7a). The shell-tempered brushed sherds may be from Red River or Ouachita 
?????? ????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Webb 1959:128) dating from the mid-17th century to the early 18th century A.D., or more likely from Red 
River-manufactured Karnack Brushed-Incised, var. Karnack??????????????????????????????????????????
contexts (see Schambach and Miller 1984).
Ceramic Pipes
 Arnold also documented two undecorated ceramic elbow pipes in the Fox collection from burial 
features at the Kinsloe site. Both are grog-tempered and have short stems relative to the height of the 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Figure 9. Elbow pipes from the Kinsloe site (41GG3).
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Glass Beads
 Six drawn or tubular glass beads are in the Kinsloe site collection from the 1937 investigations. Two 
are small (3.3 mm in diameter) round white seed beads (IIa13 in Kidd and Kidd [1970], one is a medium 
blue round bead (5.4 mm in diameter, IIa40), another is a large (7.7 mm in diameter, IIa40) blue round 
bead, and the other two glass beads are very large (15.2 mm in diameter) white tubular beads with either 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????-
????????????????????????????? ????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
in the Southeast (Smith 2002).
Marine Shell Beads
? ???????????????Buscyon sp. marine shell beads in the burial feature excavated by Hughes. They 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
other marine shell beads from the site of the same size and character, and noted that “they are reported to 
have occurred infrequently in burials with the exact number being unknown.”
Bone Tool
 One polished bone tool was among the associated funerary offerings in the Caddo burial excavated 
by Jack Hughes in 1937. It is 77+ x 7.1 mm in length and width, and has an abraded working edge, and 
?????????????????????
Red Ochre
 The piece of red ochre from the burial excavated in 1937 by Hughes is both polished and notched 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Summary and Conclusions
 The Kinsloe site (41GG3) on Rabbit Creek in the mid-Sabine River basin in East Texas has been 
known to archaeologists since the 1930s. The site was found in 1931 when the Magnolia Oil Company 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
exposed a number of ancestral Caddo burial features. Employees of the company, in particular an E. A. 
Fox, proceeded to excavate as many as 29-30 burials in a large cemetery at the site between 1931-1937, 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????-
sels, glass beads, and other European trade goods. Subsequent consideration and documentation of these 
funerary offerings indicates that these burial features are part of an 18th century Nadaco Caddo cemetery, 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
included the sites in the Kinsloe focus/phase.
? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?????? ????????????????????????????????????
??????? ????? ????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ????????????????????????????
sample of artifacts from surface collections from other parts of the site. These surface collections allowed 
the recognition of a prehistoric Caddo component at the site in addition to the Nadaco Caddo cemetery 
area. Unbeknownst to Jones, other archaeologists had conducted investigations at the Kinsloe site in 
1937 and 1940, and the records and collections from those investigations are curated at the Texas Arche-
ological Research Laboratory at The University of Texas at Austin. 
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 In 1937, Jack T. Hughes, then a high school student, excavated a burial feature at the Kinsloe site. 
Among the funerary offerings were two shell-tempered vessels—a Natchitoches Engraved bowl and a 
??????????????????????Busycon?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
tool, and a polished and notched piece of red ochre. In April 1940, as part of his archaeological survey 
of East Texas done under the auspices of the WPA, Gus E. Arnold visited and recorded the Kinsloe site, 
documented two other Natchitoches Engraved bowls—these in the E. A. Fox collection—along with 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
a surface collection of ancestral Caddo ceramic vessel sherds from unknown areas of the site. The 
character of the grog and bone-tempered vessel sherds in this assemblage of 129 sherds suggests that the 
initial Caddo occupation of the Kinsloe site took place in the Formative to Early Caddo periods (marked 
by thick Williams Plain base sherds), followed by a more substantial occupation in Middle Caddo pe-
riod times, ca. A.D. 1300-1400. In this component, more than 42 percent of these sherds have brushed, 
brushed-incised, brushed-incised-punctated, or brushed-punctated decorative elements. In this part of the 
Sabine River basin, this proportion of brushed sherds among all the decorated sherds is consistent with a 
ca. A.D. 1300-1400 Caddo occupation, one contemporaneous with the early to middle part of the occupa-
tion at the Pine Tree Mound site (41HS15). The 18th century Nadaco Caddo component at the Kinsloe 
site is represented in the vessel sherd assemblage by a few plain and decorated shell-tempered bottle, 
?????????????????????
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